A VILLAGE PIR                         223

they might be learning to embroider their own clothes
and make webbing for their beds, girdles (azarbancT)
for their husbands, baskets for their work, and chicks
and matting for their houses. AH these things are, or
might usefully become, part and parcel of their simple
village life.

If the girls' school represented the new world, there
was plenty in the village to represent the old. The most ?ir
typical was a pir who had come from the Lyallpur dis-
trict to collect his annual offerings from the village and
the other Biloch villages of the neighbourhood. He had
been there since September and the whole time had
victualled free. He had no leanness of sanctity but the
slightly corpulent appearance of a stud bull. 'How did
pirs fare nowadays ?' I asked. His reply was character-
istic of a land of wide rivers often in flood. 'There was
everywhere great faith (siddK) and much religion
(imdndari), and the boats of those whose faith was good
came safely to shore.* He had, indeed, no fault to find
with the times. In this village it is the custom, as each
channel runs in turn with the precious canal water, to give
six hours' watering to the land set aside for his mainte-
nance, and since there are five channels (each runs in turn
for fourteen days) the yield is considerable. And he does
not even have to cultivate: this is done by his followers,
who also provide the seed and pay the land revenue. It
was to collect his share of the grain and cotton of the
autumn harvest that he had come here. Not every
village has made this arrangement: some pay a fixed
amount of grain, and others cash. But, as in their
dealings with the money-lender, they prefer payments
in grain.

No money-lender was present, but his mark was upon Easy
almost every villager. In the old pre-canal days there
was no great load of debt, for all the credit that a nomad
could get was a loan of seven rupees for every camel
born to him. This he would borrow to pay his grazing
fee to Government, In return he gave the money-